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REGULATING THE' ASSIZE, AND OF THE 
DUE MAKING OF BREAD, EXPLAINED. | 


Prat ery NEVER 145K e BUT THAT 
HE FOUND Brzao, i 1s an Adage ; AS important. in its 
: Principle, as it is univerſal i in its Truth ; and no- 
thing but the conſtant Perverſion of Man in the 
Wickedneſs of his Heart « ever could ccunteract it 
in Fact. 

The Proportion of eas both animal and vYege- 
table, which Nature and human Labour may pro- 
vide for Man, is, in Abundance, beyond the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Wants of the eee . of the . 
Community at large. 1 : 
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* A luxurious and avaricious Waſte of this Bleſ- 
fing, and an unequal Diſtribution of that which this 
' Waſte ſuffers to remain, have been the general 

Cauſes of Deficiency 1 in the Whole , and of Want i in 
particular. 

Particular Accidents i in Nature, vigour Acci- 
dents amongſt the human Species, may obſtruct and 
cut off the ordinary Source and Courſe of Supply ; 

but I ſpeak not of theſe. Thoſe Matters only which 
can be prevented, or remedied, are the Objects of 
my Confideration. 

| Theſe Truths reſpect the whole Wut of the 
Food of Man: My preſent Deſign, in the follow- 
ing Explanations, goes only to the Article of Bread- 
corn and Bread, and to that Species of it uſed 
chiefly in Europe, Wheaten-corn and Bread. 

The Grain, which makes this Article of Food, 
conſiſts of a Farina, or Flour, encloſed in an En- 
velopement of many Lamina, or Coats; the outward 
Hull ſeems meant rather as a Guard and Shield to 
the Flour (as the Shell of the Nut is) than as Part 
of the Aliment; this is eaſily ſeparated from the 
Flour, and will in great Part moulder away with 
Age into Duſt, The inward finer Lamina „ OF. 


1 could here, from awhenticated Facts, g've a Detail cf 
the Waſte of Flour under various Articles, to a Quantity which 
to be mentioned, without the Detail and Proof, would exceed 
all Belief.— The fingle Article alone of Upbolſters? and Paſte» | 
baard-makers* Conſumption of Flour in Paſte is ſo g:eat, that, 
although ſome Eſti mate may be made E. it, I am at pr.ſ?nt 


mid to mention it. | 
Coats, 
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Coats, are not ſo eaſily ſeparated; and/even u when, 
by the Force of Art, they are attempted to be torn 
off from. the Nucleus of the Flour, they will carry 
off inſeparably with them ſome of the Farina alſo. 
The very fineſt of this Flour will, on the other 
Hand, find ſome of the interior Coats, which par- 
take of Ae, ground d and ming in 
within 5:5 5; 

Nature hath conflatly mine; in ith; this Anicle | 
of Food the Principles of Digeſtion and Nouriſh- 
ment; the one Part is the Vehicle, the other is the 
Aliment ; and what Nature hath fo allied as not to be 
eaſily ſeparated, that the Law of Nature, in phyſical 
as well as moral Truth, doth mean ſhould not be 
ſeparated. When the Grain is ground down, and 
no Separation made of even the outward unnu- 
tritive Hull, there the Food is conveyed by a Di- 
_ geſtion, too quick in proportion to the Nouriſh- 
ment which might otherwiſe be derived from it. On 
the other Hand, where the Contrivances and Force 
of Art have ſeparated the Nucleus of the Flour 
from every ſeparable Coat, the Flour, in this Ex- 
ceſs of Refinement, (howſoever it may appear, by 
ſtuffing and dwelling on the Stomach, the ſooner, 
and with leſs Quantity to ſatisfy the Appetite,) does 
not in reality become either ſo wholeſome or ſo nu- 
tritive. The Defe& is the Want of the proper 
Vehicle, which is to conduct Digeſtion, and carry 
the Aliment through the ee of the animal 


(Economy: 
| A3 That 
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That medium Preparation therefore ofthe C 8 
for Food, which throws off the outward and coarſer 
Coats, the Hull only, keeping at the ſame 'Time the 
interior and more united Lamina, which Nature 
"ſeems unwilling to have ſeparated, appears to be the 
true Standard between the 'Two Extremes. This 
Flour is what is called the whole Produce of the 
Grain, as it comes within the general and my 
: Powers of Man to obtain. 

This Produce, by an unvaried Series of Experi- 
ments, made from Age to Age, through the Courſe 
of many hundred Years, appears to be Three-fourth 
Parts in Weight of the whole Grain of Wheat, 
taking all Wheats together. It will be more in the 
finer Wheat, it will be leſs in the coarſer; it will 
be more in old Grain than in new, as in the former 
the outward Coats will be found to have been worn, 
and waſted; but, upon an Average of all, this 
Flour, called the whole Produce, hath been found 
to be in Weight Three-fourths of the Wheat, 
whence it is produced *. 

The natural. Colour of Bread 11 1 1 this 
Wheaten Flour is not White, it is of a yellowiſh 
Caſt, or Tint; that which is White is artificial ; it 
owes its Colour not to Nature, but to Art. — 

This Wheaten Bread, made of this Whole Pro- 
duce, hath been deemed, for Ages, the Standard 


e Es rad. oh 8 in Exper: ment, th whole 
5 1 1 * all our Laws 5 Bread is nit. 475 


Y of 


* 
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of the Food of Bread corn, and it is actually ſo in 
every reſpect; it is (betwixt the two Extremes) the 
greateſt poſſible Quantity of Nutrition to be pro- 
duced from the Grain. A farther Refinement of 
the Flour muſt leſſen the Quantity But, While ſuch 
pleaſes the Eye, and ſtuffs the Stomach, it does not 
fill the Belly, and nouriſh: the Body, in the ſame De- 
gree. To ſuffer more of the outward Hull or Bran 
to remain is to mix in with the Flour not only 
what is not of itſelf nutritive, but what counteracts 
| the Nutrition, or Aliment, and ſo, in the End, Hong 
le Food in it. 
| The Mealmen and Bikers, fortifying themelres} in 
. the Propoſition, That no new Diviſion of the 
Flour could produce more Bread than the pre- 
- * ſent Modes practiſed do produce, were very 
: deſirous that the Publick ſhould draw this Conſe- 
- quence, That, therefore, as one might do Mif- 
1 chief and could not do good, it was ſafer and wiſer 
to have Matters as they at preſent ſtood. The get- 
ting more out of the grain than the Miller does at 


g preſent. get was never thought of or aimed at. n 

h more @conomical Diftribution of what was produced 

+ was the Scope of this Meaſure, by which the People 

| at large would have a heiter and cheaper Bread. 

. When the Wantonneſs and Luxury of Men go 

d into various Diviſions of the Meal, there is no End 
of the Folly: or of the Miſchief. | They deſtroy the 

le MWholeſomeneſs of the natural Food to pleaſe the 


Luxury of the Eye, and the Pride of the Heart. 
K 1 „„ Nature 
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Nature wool: beſt ſeed them, but Art muſt pam- 
per their Wantonneſs. Folly perverts, in their own 


Hands, the Bleſſing which Nature gives, and, if it 


went no farther, it would be its own Reward; but 
the Miſchief is, that, while it fpoils its own Food, it 


makes a Waſte in the Whole, and deſtroys that 


which is left to the Poor and Labourer. Folly di- 
vides the Aliment from 1 its Vehicle, and Pride calls 
this fine Flour its own. The unequal Power of Man 
takes this for the Rich, and leaves to the Poor the 
bare Vehicle, emptied of its Food and Nourifhment. 


What it keeps to itſelf is not ſo eee what 
it Ieaves to the Poor is ſcarce Food. 


To counteract this Perverſion ds Waſte this 
Pride and Sin, which robs the Poor; to make that 
Diſtribution of Bread, that, where there are Mouths, 
(according to the Law of Nature and the Will of 


Heaven,) there may be Bread to put into them; 


was the Scope of all the Regulations and Laws of 
Aſſize eſtabliſned by our Saxon Anceſtors in the 
earlieſt Times. The Pride and Luxury of the Rich, 
adminiſtered to by the Craſt and Myſtery of the 


Millers and Bakers, have been perpetually employed 
to ſubvert or to evade theſe Regulations. The Scope 


of every. Law, from the Time of King Henry the 


Third to that of the Eighth Year of the Reign of 


Queen Anne, hath been pointed to repreſs the Folly 


of the one, and to correct the Iniquity of the ther. 


Soon after that Time, the Mealman and Baker, 1 


RP two FR" PIES of Trade, and the 
146 8 Meal- 
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Mealman withdrawing his Dealings from under the 
Regulations of the Aſſize, the Laws, as they had 
hitherto operated, could no longer act. The Baker, 
forced to take Diviſions of Flour which were not 
calculated ta make the Bread that the Law re- 
quired, could no longer obſerve the Aſſize *, the 
Magiſtrate could not exact the Obſervance of it 
without ruining the Baker -. This Miſchief went on, 
under mutual Complaints, and temporary Expe-- 
dients, till at laſt, in the Thirty-firſt Lear of the 
Reign of King George the Second, as the Mealman 
would not, and the Baker could not, conform to 

the Law, a new Law was made to conform to the 

Mealman's and Baker's Practice. The old Standard 
Wheaten Bread was laid aſide; and, upon the very 
Principle of the Waſte and Perverſion which I have 
deſcribed above, TWO Sorts of Wheaten Bread, ſup- 
poſed to be adapted ta the Diviſions of Flour then 
in uſe, namely, one called a Wheaten, the other a 
Houſehold Bread, were directed to be made. The 
one was Mbiter than the Wheaten which had always 
hitherto been in uſe; the other was Brozwner, and 
was defective in Nutrition. At the making of this 
Law ſtood, for the firſt Time avowed, the Diſtinc- 
tion of the Rich Man's and the Poor Man's Bread. 
—This added ep to "Ce" n 


This was ek” in 1735) before a Cents of the 
Houſe of Commons. 

+ This Fact may be collected from the ſucceeding Jour- 
nals of the Houfe. 


the 
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the Pride and Wantonneſs of the Rich v was: pam- 
pered,—the poor Man's Bread, made of Stuff from 
which too great a Proportion of the Flour. had been 
taken, and which had not the Heart of the Wheat 
in it, had not that Nouriſhment in it which it ought 
to have. Thoſe, whoſe Bread was really and literally | 


tze Slaff of Life, (being the only Food in common 


which they had to eat,) had not that Nouriſhment 
which they could work by, and live upon. The 
Labourer and Poor therefore reaſoned right, (be- 
cauſe they reaſoned as they felt,) when they ſaid, 


that the Brown Bread, ſuch as was made for Sale, 


would not feed them. The Bread, called by Law 
the Houſehold, even were it ſuch. as a proper and fair 
Diviſion of the Bread corn would make, is not made, 
is not at Market. That which is ſubſtituted in its 
Stead by the Trade, and what the People properly 
call Brown Bread, is not that Staff of Life which 
the Poor and Labourer have a Right to. Thoſe who 
labour have a Right to be fed; the Humanity as 
well as Divinity of the Scriptures ſay, that we muſt 
not muzzle the Mouth even of the Ou that treadeth out 
the Corn; much leſs ſo then of Man. Thus far 
therefore Nature and Juftice plead the Right of the 
labouring Poor. But when, miſled by their Eye, 
and deceived by the Miller and Baker, the People 
run into the contrary Extreme, and ſay, that the 
White Bread, that artificial whitened drying ſtuffing 
Bread, has alone the Heart of the Wheat in it, is 
the true Staff of Life ;—they too have their Pride. 


_ and 


, 
$ 
bi 
d 
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Anbei <« The Eye grows wiſer than the 


46. Belly,” —and they are defrauded both in their 
Pockets and in their Bellies.— They pay dearer for 
their Food than they ſhould, and have leſs Nouriſh- 
ment than the ſame Quantity of Grain would pro- 


duce in its true Form of Aliment. That Flour 


which contains the greateſt poſſible Quantity of 
wholeſome Food is the true Heart of the Wheat, is 
the Standard to go by, is the Staff of Life. 
The Wheaten Bread therefore, and not the Whiten- 
ad, the Natural, not the Artificial, is the Standard, 


as it hath always, for Ages ee been . 


to be. 
There is reaſon to 8 ae 1 anni os __ 


King Alfred ſettled this Standard. This was the Stan- 


dard by which the Parliament, in the Reign of King 
Henry the Third, from a Reuiſal of tbe Wiſdom of old 
Saxon Ordinances, regulated the Aſſize of Bread; 

that very Aſſize which continued through ſo many 
Ages down to the Thirty-firſt Year of the Reign of 
King George the Second. Then indeed a new-fangled 
Act of Parliament, affecting to be wiſer than the 
Experience of old Times, firſt left this Standard, 
and brought in confuſion, It directed two Sorts of 
Bread only (made of Wheat) to be baked and ſold; 

giving that Direction, without any poſſible Defini- 
tion or even Deſcription of the Sorts, It gave this 
Direction, to the Excluſion of all other Sorts made 
of Wheat, even ſhould the People have been uſed 
to, or . to "eat; 3 coarſer and cheaper Sort. 


The 
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Me on Standard Wheaten Bread, made of the whole 


Produce of the ' 
,, wt 

See the Effect and Opens of 5 Law. The 
Wheaten Bread, which the Law promiſed, was not 


made, hut an inferior Sort, containing a greater 


Proportion of the inferior Diviſion of the Flour than 
was ſuppoſed, and yet the People paid for it at 
the Price of the legal Bread. The other Sort, called 
abe Houſehold, by reaſon that the greateſt Part of the 
Nutrition of the Flour was thrown into the Diviſion 
appropriated to what was called the Wheaten, could 
not be made: And even, could at any Rate a Quan- 
tity have been made ſufficient for the greater Supply 
of the People at large, the Baker could not have 
afforded to ſell it at the Price which the Law pre- 


ſcribed. The real legal Houſehold Bread therefore 
was not, no more than the real legal Wheaten, 
made and ſold. —Inftead of the Houſehold, a Brown 


Bread, made of a refuſe Stuff, came to Market. 
'This the People at large would not eat; not even 


the Poor would eat it. This therefore ceaſed to be 


in the Market in common. And hence it was, as 
the Preamble of the preſent Act truly ſays, That 


4 many of the inferior Claſſes of the People, more 


c eſpecially, have been under a Neceſſity of buying 
Bread at a higher Price than they can afford, to 


« their great Hurt and Detriment;” and, I may 
add, to the great Hurt and Detriment of the Com- 


munity. For if the Wheaten. Bread, as made under 


that 


| ee — a pro- 


fo 
it 
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chat Law of King George the Second, be, 46 it is, 
che only Bread conſumed in general, eſpecially i in 
and near to great Towns, and be Fourpence | in the 
Peck Loaf dearer than the Standard Wheaten Bread 
before uſed, —the People at large do conſume 
Wheat, in Bread, at Eight Shillings 3 in he Warr 
dearer than they ought to doo. 162 
Who will now wonder, that the Peale Kath 4. 
ways of late Years begun to clamour, as ſoon as the 
Price of Wheat hath ariſen to Forty Shillings per | 
Quarter? for they at that Time conſume it at the | 
Rate of Eight and Forty Shillings. Hence the great 
Uneaſineſs of the People; hence the ond Dise | 
ragement of the Farmer. * 
The Farmer is told, that Wheat, at Forty Shi 
lings the Quarter, is become ſo dear, that he muſt 
not only be prohibited from exporting it, but that 
foreign Wheat muſt be imported, to meet him at our 
Home Markets *. This Diſcouragement lefſens the , 
Quantity ſown, wat increaſes the Evi | : 
Let the Reader here, before he comes to examine 
the Remedy which the Act of Parliament preſcribes, _ 
confider whether any other mie and what, could 
have been deviſed. 
Ik it be aſked, Could the Affze, by any "Oe: | 
tion of the Powers of the Magiſtrate, be ſo ſettled 
as to lower the Price of the yy Bread i in Wy 


S This refers to the practice for ſome Yours: a —The wy | | 
for regulating the Importation and Exportation of Corn will, 
it is hy put an End to this Folly, RON remedy this Miſchief. 


according 
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| according to'the Price which. the Baker pays * the 
Flour? the Anſwer is, the Baker could not make 
his Bread for a leſs Price, and have a living Profit. 


The Aſſize, in the Foundation of its Eſtabliſhment, 


ſuppoſes its Regulations to extend to the whole 
Operation on Bread- corn, from the firſt. grinding 
to the final baking and expoſing to Sale. But, ſince 


the Diviſion of the Mealman and. Baker, the Aſſtze 


does in fact extend only to the Baker, leaving the 
Mealman to make what Diviſions of his Meal he 
hall pleaſe, and to ſet what Price upon it he ſhall 
fo pleaſe, Unleſs therefore the Magiſtrate could 
extend the Effect of the Aſſize to the Mealman and 
Miller alſo, all Aſſize (under the Admiſſion of theſe 
Diviſiens of Meal and Flour, without the Poſfibi- 
lity of an Aſſay of its Sorts) mult. be a Deception, 
and inefficient. 
No Operation therefore of the Atze could 3 
the Price of Bread, as now made. 
Could any Relief have been given, by — . — 
a true and exact Diviſion of the Flour, ſuch as the 
Law ſuppoſes? or, Could any other, more œceno- 
mical, Diviſion and Diſtribution of the Sorts have 
been directed? As there is no Poſlibilizy of aſſaying 
Flour, ſo-as to define, and then aſcertain, .the. De - 
gree of its proportionable F ineneſs,. all Rules and 
Regulations (upon the Admiſſion of any Diviſion of 
| Flour at all) become vague and impracticable. 
The only Remedy that retnaineil was to intro- 
duce Win that STANDARD, WuxarEx Bxzap 
which 


US OO LL <0 UY 


given to it by the Law, that, although the Wheaten 
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| which is made of the whole Produce of the When, 
wit heut any Diviſion of the Flour. Defining the 


Flour to be the whole Produce! of the Grain, the 
Bran or Hull only excepted, and to weigh 'Three- 
fourth Parts of the Weight of the Wheat whereof 
it is made; this Definition will, in the .ordinaty 


Courſe of Practice, anſwer very well, becauſe, a8 
there is no Reaſon, on one Hand, to expect that 


the Miller will make the Flour finer. than the Law 
requires, ſo, on the other, any Man can ſee-whe- 
ther he hath left the Hull or Bran in it.— This Re- 


medy bath this Merit in it, that it contains no 


Novelty, hazards no Experiment, offers nothing 


but what, the Experience of Ages hath juſtified, 


The principal Conſideration therefore, and the ; 


only, was, the Caution under which the Regu- 


lations and Reſtrictions, which were meant to intro- 


duce this Remedy, ſhould be framed. 


The firft was, That nothing ſhould be 4 to 
riſque or hazard the Supply of the Market by any 
Thing ſudden or compulſory: That the Regulations 


| ſhould not drive, but attempt to lead: That no- 


thing with which the Market is now ſupplied, even 


although a better Supply was eſtabliſhed, ſhould: be 
E the Law prohibited; but that the Subſtitute 


ſhould be introduced, together with the other now 
uſed, and recommend itſelf only by the Benefits in 
Goodneſs oo Cheapneſs, which would ariſe from it: 
That however, ſo far it ſhould have a Preference 


and 
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and Houſehold Bread ſhould not be fold at Market, 
under the Protection and Regulations of an Aſſize, 


_ unlefs the Standard Wheaten Bread was alſo under 


the ſame Countenance and Protection; yet this 


Standard Bread might enjoy that Privilege, even 


when the other did not, if the Diſcretion of the 


Magiſtrate ſhould ſo think proper. And, farther, 


if at any Time, or in any Place, the Magiſtrate faw 
that the dearer Bread might be prohibited without 
Danger, he _ then uſe his Diſcretion, , an wh 
poo rad it. 

Under the Influence of theſe 0 Principles 


upon the Foundation of theſe Truths and Facts, 


The Bill for the better regulating the Aſire and —_ 
7 Bread was framed and introduce. 


The Regulations, as to the due making of Bread 


for Sale, and as to the Aſſize of it, - muſt be divided 
into ſeparate and diſtin& Caſes: There is nothing 
compulſory on the Magiſtrate, obliging him to fix 


the Price of, and to ſet the Aſſize on, Bread; he 


may, or he may not, as in his Diſcretion he ſhall 
judge requiſite. When, therefore, he does not ſo 
think fit to interfere, ſhall there be no Regulations 
as to the due making of Bread, and as to the fair 


dealing in the Sale of it? The Bill therefore was di- 


vided into Iwo Parts, the one containing Regula- 
tions on the Caſe, when the Magiſtrate ſhould not 

think proper to fix the Price, and ſet an Aſſize on 
Bread; the other contained the Regulations as to 


5 the 


Pond — as 1 Fw" FI > a 2 
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the ſetting of s Allie, and felling the Bread under 
ſuch Aſſize. : 

As the late 1 had not het 9 0 
Wheaten Bread made of the whole Produce from 
the Aſſize, but had alſo abſolutely prohibited it, 
even when no Aſſize was ſet; — this Wheaten Bread 
became illegal, and the making of it for Sale ren- 
dered the Baker and Vender liable to all the Pe- 
nalties of the Law. The firſt Clauſe therefore again 
raturalizes this Wheaten Bread, and enacts, That it 
may be lawful to make it, and to expoſe it to and 
for Sale. This Clauſe | defines what it is, and what 
it ought to be, and calls it ene WHEATEN } 
BREAD... _ 

The next Clanſe gives A for thejzdue 
making of it,, and for fair dealing with the Publick 
in the Sale of it, even where the Magiftrate ſhall not 
have thought proper to ſet the Aſſize thereon. 
Firſt, it ſhall be made as above deſcribed; and, to 
aſcertain what it is that is offered to Sale, and ſold, 
the Law directs, That each Loaf ſhall be marked 
with the Letters S. W. ſignifying Standard M beaten. 
The Bakers have been taught to explain the ſe- 
verat Clauſes, which define what the Standard 
Wheaten Bread ſhall be, which give Regulations for 
the due making, and juſt dealing in the ſelling of it; 
and which affix Penalties to Defaults committed 
againſt theſe Regulations, as grievous at leaſt as in- 
convenient. They ſay firſt, How fhall they be able 
'0 prove . chew Bread' 15 made of Flour fuch as 

B the 
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the Law defines * requires ? The Anfwer to this 
is, That no Law requires them to prove this. Thoſe 
who inform againſt them, that their Bread is not 
Standard, muſt make good the Charge, and prove 
that it is not. They then ſay, But if it ſhould be 
ptoved that the Flour of which our Bread is made 
is: not Standard—how ſhall we exculpate ourſelves, 
when we bought it as ſuch ? The Anſwer to this is, 
That there is a Clauſe in this Act which enables 
them 70 ſet the Saddle on the right Horſe. If they 
bought it as ſuch, either the Bill of Sale, or Receipt, | 
or both, will prove that Fact, and will carry the 
Charge to the Miller or Mealman, who muſt be an- 
ſwerable for the Default. But here under Excuſe of 
their not being ſafe in buying this Standard Flour, 
without the Vender's being able to certify that it is 
fuch,—and that the Importers of American Flour can- 
net ſo certify it, a Pretence'1s made for excluding 
American Flour: from the Market. But this Pretence 
is obviated by obſerving, as was ſaid above, that tlie 
onus probandi lies upon the Informer, if he has the 
Means, when the Flour is not Standard, of proving 
that. The Vender can, by the ſame Means, always 
have it in his Power, when it is really Standard, to cer- 
tify that it is. But this is but a Pretence; for, it is a 
known Fact, that the American Flour is of a higher 
Aſſortment than is here required; and no Informa- 
tion will lie againſt the Baker for ufing a finer Flour . 
chan is ſtrictiy required of him. In fine, If there had 
| been any Reaſon in theſe —— it would have 
opened 


THE ASSIZE OF BREAD. | 5 19 


opened too much; it void have 4 that Se- 
curity which the Bakers now enjoy under the inde- 
finite Vagueneſs of the preſent Laws. ; 

| Bread is ſometimes made into Loaves putporting 

to be of a ſettled Price, as Eighteenpenny, 'Twelve- 

penny, and Sixpenny, Loaves, being of greater or 
leſs Weight, according to the lower or higher Price 
of Wheat ; And ſometimes into Loaves of a certain 
Quantity of Bread, as Peck, Half-Peck, and Quartern, 
Loaves, ſold at a higher or lower Price, according 
to the higher or lower Price of Wheat. The firſt 
Sort of Loaves is called Afized Bread, becauſe, the 
Price being a fixed Quantity, the Size is to vary in 
certain Proportions to the Price of Wheat: The ſe- 
cond Sort is called Priced Bread, becauſe, the Size 
being a fixed Quantity, the Price is to vary in cer- 
tain Proportions to the Price of Wheat. The next 
Regulation fixes what the Quantity in each Loaf 
of this prized Bread ſhall be; namely, The Peck 
Loaf ſhall always weigh 17/6. 160z. Avoirdupois 
Weight, and the Half-Peck and Quartern Loaf in 
Proportion. Next, this Standard Wheaten Bread 
ſhall always be ſold in the Proportions between the 
preſent Wheaten and Houſehold, of 6, 7, and 8; 
that is to ſay, that the ſame Weight of Wheaten 
Bread as coſts Eightpence, the ſame Weight of this 
STANDARD WHEATEN BREAD ſhall coſt Seven- 
pence, and the ſame Weight of Houſehold Bread 
ſhall coſt Sixpence; or, Seven Standard Wheaten 
aflized Loaves ſhall weigh equal to Eight Wheaten 
ES aſſized, 


3 
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4 or to "Six Houſehold afſized Loa es, of 
the fame Price. | 
As various Frauds may _ in the Sale of — | 


| by the Baker's being at Liberty, when he does not 


make his Loaves 45 a due Weight, in proportion 


to the Price which he demands; er when he aſks. a 


Loaf purports 


greater Price than the Weight of Bread, which the 
s to be, will juſtify ; to ſay, in the firſt 
Caſe, that he did not offer it as aflized Bread ; and, 
in the ſecond, that he did. not offer it as priced 
Bread ; or, that he made it {there being no Price or 
Aſſize ſet) of what Weight and Form, and aſked 
what Price, he thought fit. The next Clauſe directs, 


That this Stundard Wheaten Bread, ſhall not Ibe | 


* made into, and. ſold as, priced Loares, at one 
« and the ſame time, together with aſſize Loaves 


of the ſame Standard Wheaten Bread.” 


The Law then proceeds to ſettle a Table of tle 


Weights and Prices at which this Standard Wheaten 


Bread ſhall. be fold, when the Magiſtrates ſhall think 


Proper to ſet an Aſſize; and directs the Magiſtrate, 


when he ſhall ſo ſet an Aſſize thereon, to ſet it ac- 
cording to the Proportions of this Table. 

The next Step is, to fortify theſe” Regulations 
with the Sanctions. of Law, by STING Penalties 
to. the Breach of it. 

The great Defect of all our ir Laws, ET CS the duc 
making and fair ſelling of Bread, hath been, That 
while, in the Ground and Reaſon, of them, the Aſſize 
is ſuppoſed to extend to the whole Manufacture, 
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from the firſt grinding 7 the Cara to the final ba- 
king of the Bread ; yet it does, in Words and in its 
Power, extend only to the Baker, who has no Part 


in the manufacturing, mixing, or dividing, of the 
F lour, but who muſt take it ſuch as the Miller and 


Mealman make it, and ſell it to him. The Powers 
of the Law could never extend to thoſe Actions 
where the whole Miſchief, and moſt of the Iniquity, 


may lie. Indeed, while the Laws attempted to make 
Regulations about Bread, made under various ad- 

mitted Mixtures and Diviſions of Flour, they never 
could extend to the Evil; for, there was no Poflibility - 
of fixing an Aſſay of Flour, or of the Magiſtrate 


knowing (if it were ſo fixed) whether this or that 
Flour was, or was not, of the preſcribed Diviſion, 
and due Mixture, or Afay :—But now, that Bread 


is directed to be made of the whole of the Flour, 
the Bran or Hull only excepted, and that this 
Whole is defined to be Flour, weighing Three- 

fourth Parts of the Weight of the Wheat whereof _ 


it is made, the Aſſize may be eaſily, in this Cafe, 
extended to the Miller alſo. This Law therefore, in i 


the next Clauſe, extends the Aſſize to the Miller, 


and lays him under Penalties if he does not make 


the Flour, intended for this Standard Wheaten 


Bread, of the Standard Goodneſs. —There is no Ap- 
prehenfion he will make it better; and it may eaſily 
be diſcerned if he makes it worſe, by leaving any 
of the Bran or Hull in it.—If he makes this Standard 
Wheaten Flour of an inferior Species of Wheat, 

8 . and 


| q 
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and fo brings an inferior Sort of Flour to Market, 


* 
4 


he cannot indeed be puniſhed, ſo long as he takes 
Care that no Bran is mixed with it: But the Baker 
will either not buy it, or, if he does, will hazard 


the Loſs of his Cuſtomers, by making his Bread of 


an inferior Quality. This is a firſt ſtep towards 
bringing the Miller and Mealman under Regula- 
tions. If they reſiſt, or evade this, farther and 
more ſure (though at the ſame Time more ſevere) 
Modes are not wanting to obtain this End. 

As on one Hand it would always be impoſſible to 
lay down general Rules in this Caſe, which could 
ſuit all Markets, and the Supply and Conſumption 
of all Places, at all Times: And as, on the other, 
no compulſory Regulations are intended, ſuch as 
ſhall direct what Sort of Bread the People ſhall, or 
ſhall not, eat : ſo the whole Purvue and Scope of this 
Law is only to provide a more wholeſome and cheap 
Bread for the Public in general, and for the labour- 


ing Poor in particular, than they can at preſent get, 


by eſtabliſhing thoſe Regulations which may tend 
to bring ſuch to Market, and into Uſe. The Pro- 


viſions therefore of this Law leave this Matter to 
the Diſcretion of the Magiſtrate, who 1s alone the 


proper Judge of the Time and Place, of the State | 
of the Market, of the Nature of the Supply, and of 


5 the Mode and Habit of the Conſumption, i in his re- 
ſpective Country: who i is alone capable of being 
the Friend and Adviſer of his Neighbours in this 


Cate. 


The 
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The former Part of the Law impowered the Baker 
to make for Sale this Standard Wheaten Bread, at 
all Times when no Aſſize is ſet. This Clauſe ſe- 
cures the Point, that it ſhall never be excluded by 


any Aſſize; for, it directs, that, when any Aſſize is 


ſet on any other Sort of Bread, it ſhall always be ſet 
on this at the ſame Time. It goes ſtill farther, in 


order to give a Preference to this Standard Wheaten 


Bread, by enacting, that the Magiſtrate may give 
this the Protection and Sanction, the Recommenda- 
tion to the Publick, of its being ſold under the Re- 


| gulations of an Aſſize, even when he ſhall not think 


proper to give the ſame e, to "ny other we 
of Bread. 


If this Meaſure of Preference ſhould not ſucceed, 
in bringing this Bread forward into the Market, and 


into Uſe; and if the Magiſtrate ſhould perceive, 
that the People in general, finding by Experience 
the Goodneſs and Cheapneſs of this Bread, would 


be glad to have it, but cannot get it; either becauſe 


the Baker, having a greater Profit on the Wheaten 
Bread, (as now made in Excluſion of the Houſehold,) 
will not make this; or, that being willing, from 
the general Call of his Cuſtomers, to make it, yet 


cannot make it; becauſe the Miller deriving a more 


than equal Profit from the preſent Mode of ſorting, 
mixing, and dividing, Flour, will not bring to Mar- 


ket this Standard Wheaten Flour. This Law, in 


Contemplation of ſuch Caſe, impowers the Magiſ- 


trate to prohibit the Sale of any Bread finer than 
| B 4 this 
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this Standard Wheaten Bread, except in ſmall 
Loaves, Bricks, or Rolls, ſuch as do not enter into 

| Conſumption i in common Fanuly-uſe. | 
The Bakers, in their Petitions preſented to the 
_ Houſe of Commons, and at their Examinations, 
faid, that they were willing to make, and would 
make, for Sale, the S/andard Wheaten Bread: Yet 
the Reaſons above give ground to ſuppoſe, that, in 
and near London, it will not be made for Sale. 
Some recent Facts make One apprehend not only 
that our own Mealmen will not ſupply the Londen 
Market with Flour of which this Standard Whealcn 
Bread ſhould be made; but that they and the 
Bakers will conſpire to exclude the American Flour, 
of which it may be made. Various Pretences, ſuch 
as I have mentioned above, have been actually made uſe 
of, and Three 'Thouſand Barrels of Flour brought 
from New York have been, this Summer, at a Time 
when from a Scarcity and Dearneſs of our own Flour 
the Price of Bread was raiſed, under cover of theſe 
very Pretences refuſed at the Londen Market, and 
were, in Conſequence thereof, ſent to, and fold at 
Briſtol. What I have faid above, ſhews how falſe 
and groundleſs the Pretence is. The true Ground 
muſt be ſearched for at the Bottom of a Monopoly, 
which will not ſuffer itſelf to be interfered with at 
the Market. The Proviſions however of the Act in 
ig Clauſe, without hazarding any thing in the Sup- 
ply, enables the Magiſtrate to give Relief to the Pub- 
lick in fuch Caſes. The Exiftence of fuch Facts 
Ox 1 mark 
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mark not only the Propriety but the N eceſſity of 
theſe Proviſions; and it is not to be deſpaired of, 
but that the Poor will find a Friend in ſome ſpirited 
Magiſtrate, Who will dan to n them into Exe- 
cuaon. 

The gucceſz of this Ad, and the Benefits in- 
tended by it, all depend on the Exertion of the- 
Powers of the Two laſt-mentioned Clauſes, and on 
the Judgement and Diſcretion with which the Ma- 
giſtrate ſhall carry the Regulations of them into Ef- 
fect. They are therefore guarded with more parti- 
cular Caution in the Proviſions which accompany 
them; as to the Court which is to act; as to the 
Time given to the Trade and Market to prepare 
for the Operation of the Order, when made; as 
to the Time for which it ſhall be made ; and as to 
immediate Relief, in caſe of apy unforeſeen Emer- 
gency ; as to the hearing the Objections of the 
Trade againſt the making it ; and as to the Publi- 
cation, and due Yes.) to the en of its being 
| made. | 
Although the common People in many Places. 
in the great Tons eſpecially, have, from various 
gonſpiring Reafons and Cauſes, been led into the 
Uſe of an ariificial whitened Breag, for which they 
pay more than it is worth, and more than the Price 
of Labour can afford; yet this is far from being the 
general Caſe. Whereas, on the other Hand, there 
are many Places in this Kingdom where the inferior 
Clafſes of the People are uſed * and may be de- 
ſirous 


. ſuch as is made and fold, is he: e meant, 
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firons of being ſupplied with, a Bread, made of 
Wheat, of a coarſer and ſtill cheaper Sort than 
the Houſehold Bread *, but cannot, as the Law now 


ftands, be ſupplicd with it, becauſe it was not, - un- 
til the enacting of this Bill into a Law, lawful for 


the Baker to make it.—Therefore the next Clauſe 
directs, that, for the future, it may be lawful for 
the Baker to make ſuch for Sale, and to fell: it, 
provided he ſells it at a Price under the Price of the 
preſent Houſehold Bread. Such Bread, although 
not containing ſo perfectly good Nouriſhment in it 
as the Standard Wheaten, may yet ſuit and anſwer 
well enough for the Food of many Kinds of feden- 
tary Manufacturers, and, if ſo, will certainly beſt 
ſuit their Pockets. However, as it would be im- 
poſſible to ſettle the Aſſay of its Fineneſs; and as 
the admitting it to rank in the Aſſize-Table might 
introduce inexplicable Confuſion, this is not meant 
to come within the Notice of any Aſſtze. The Con- 


ſumer and Baker muſt ſettle the particular Price be- 
tween themſelves, ſo that it be always under the 


Price of the Houſehold. The Act extends the ſame 


Care, under the ſame Sanctions, to the due making 


and fair ſelling of this coarſer Bread, as are provided 
in the Caſe of all other Sorts of Bread. Proviſion 
for the due making and fair dealing in the Sale of 
Bread made of, and mixt with, other _ of 


The Houſehold Bread, fuch' as the Lo intended, not 


Grain, 


Mt 
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Grain, as Rye, Barley, : ' Peaſe, Kc. are already 
made, and enacted by the Laws now in being. 
The following Clauſes declare and enact the 
Powers of the Magiſtrate, and give them Protection 
in the due Execution of theſe oe. g 
Saving Clauſes, for the particular Exerciſe, in 
this Caſe, of the peculiar Juriſdictions of the Cities 


of London and Weſtminſter, and of the Two Univer- 
fities, are next eſtabliſhed, and enacted. | 


The next Clauſe declares all the preſent Laws to 
remain in Force, where nat altered by this preſent 
Act, and the laſt Clauſe is an explanatory One, in 
conſequence of a Doubt which had occurred in 


Practice, as in the Clauſe itſelf doth more 8 


E 


In thoſe Places where the - Principles and N 
ſions of this Act are approved of, it will be adopted, 
will be eaſily carried into Execution, and will have 
the Effect of giving to the People True Standard 
Wheaten Bread, at Eight Shillings in the Quarter of 


Wheat cheaper than they eat their Whitened Bread 
at preſent at. In thoſe Places where the leading 
Men do not approve the Grounds and Reaſons of it, 


and do doubt the Propriety of the Regulations and 


Proviſions which it contalns, it will not be exe- 


cuted, it will have no Effect, and can do no Harm. 
Prejudices amongſt the People, Artifice in the Trade, 
and ſomething not eaſily explained, in the Magiſ- 
trate that dare not interpoſe, may for a Time, in 
ſome Places, reject the Remedy which this Law 

offers: 
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offers; But practical Truth will work its own W ay, 
and the People will feel out their Own J ntereſt, 
Opinions, in Caſes of Practice, are founded upon 

other Grounds than abſtract Reaſoning and Argu- 
ment. I ſhall therefore enter into no Diſputes on 
the Subject. I thought, however, that my Duty 
called upon me to give the FOPHEAIOR which the 
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Hg that labours has a Right to eat; but, if the 
Price of Bread does not bear that Proportion to the 
Price of Labour that the Labonrer's Wages can 
purchaſe enough to fupport him and his Family, he 
muft (if we can ſuppoſe that he onght or that he 
will) ffarve. When Matters are come to that Paſs,. 
either the Wages of the Labourer muſt be raiſed fo 
as to enable him to purchaſe Bread, or the Price of 
Bread muſt be lowered ſo as to come within the Neach 
of his Wages to purchaſe it. Whenever this Prepor- 
tion is obſerved, or not obſerved, Fhings may be ſaid 
to be cheap or dear, whatever nominal Rates they are 
priced at. When Wheat was but Ten- pence a Bu- 
ſhel it was much dearer than it is now, becauſe at 
that Time the Price of Labour was but One Penny 
a Day, as fettkd by Law. A Man muſt at that 
Time Labour Ten Days to earn a Buſhel of Wheat; 
whereas now, was Wheat Fifty-ſho Shillings' a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Quarter, or Seven Shillings the Buſhel, which is 


called very dear, he need but labour Six Days, at 
Fourteen Pence a Day, to earn the fame Quantity of 


Wheat; the People therefore muſt not be miſled by 
Names as to their Ideas of dear and cheap. If the 
honeſt and Induſtrious cannot live on the Wages of 
their Labour, Things are too dear, and the Caſe 
muſt be remedied. If the honeſt and induſtrious can 
hve on their Wages, Things are not dear, whatever 
Rates and Names the Prices of Things are called by. 
The Wiſdom of our old Laws, in general, ſettled 


the Proportion betwixt the Price of Labour and 


the Price of Bread, from Seaſon to Seaſon, at- 
cording to the Plenty and Dearth of Bread- 
Corn. The Laws of this Aſſize in particular 
ſettled the Weights, the Meaſure, and the Price, 
of Bread, (allowing the Miller and the Baker, who 
are equally intitled to the Price. of their Labour, 


| their due Profits,) according to the Price of the 


Bread-Corn. This was done by accurate Experi- 
ments, weighing the Wheat of different Sorts, ex- 
amining, by repeated Trials, what Weight of Flour 
could be produced from a Quarter of middling 
Wheat, and then what Weight of Bread, adding 
the Water, Salt, and Yeaſt, could be made from 
this Flour. In order to ſet the Price on this Bread, 
the Price of the Wheat, the Expence of and the 


Waſte in grinding and dreſſing the Flour, and the 


Baker's Charge in making and baking, were added, 
and the Price, or rather the Aſſize, of the Bread was 
fixed accordingly. The Price of Labour was regu- 

| | lated 


— 


( 
lated by this Proportion, that the heath and indufs 
trious might live by their Labour. The Price of 
Wheat is not now out of Proportion to the Price of 
Labour. How comes it then that the poor and in- 
duſtrious Labourer is diſtreſſed for Bread? This 
Matter ought to be explained, and muſt be reme- . 
died, Where does the Fault lie? Has the Poker 
exorbitant and diſproportionate Profits? 1 
. Thoſe who have examined their 8 ec 
Pains, and Livelihood, can declare, and do bear 
Teſtimony, that they have not. They have ſo lit- 
tle, they duly conform to the Law, that, had they 
Jeſs, they could not live by their Labour, and muſt , 
leave off Trade. Has the World ever ſeen a Baker 
(One who has followed no other Trade) become a 
rich Man? The Baker who conforms to the Law has 
no more than reaſonable Profits for his Labour, 
Pains, and Livelihood. How then comes this diſ- 
treſſing and oppreſſive Diſproportion between the 
Price of Bread and the Price of Wheat? There muſt 
be ſome Profits in ſome other Branches which re- 
quire looking into. Let the Miller and Mealman's 
Profits he next examined It is neceſſary to the Re- 
lief of the poor and induſtrious Labourer that this 
Matter ſhould be thoroughly fifted ; it is neceſſary 
to the Peace and Quiet. of the Community that it 
ſhould. be thoroughly underſtood. The Matter 
{ſhould be fairly laid before the People, that they may 
judge in what ſo much concerns them; they are ca- 
enn of Judging, and will judge n As on a 
7 Hand 


IF 


) 


Fade er know when they ale Knpoſsd tives, 

ſo, on the other, as they expect to hve by their La- 
boar, they will live, and let live. By this fair Rule 
then let us examine the Miller s, (or as I would ex- 
prefs myſelf,) the Mer . ee un. _ | 

ant Profits. 

"Here in this Place, to e all Prejudice, and 
to check Violence, I would wiſh the People to un- 
derſtand that there is not a Trader more beneficial to 
the Publick than the Mealman, ſo long as his Buſi- 
nefs is conducted fairly, regularly, and under juſt 

Profits: He is become abſolutely neceſſary to the 
permanent and equal Supply of great Towns; he 

muſt therefore be encouraged, not diſtreſſed or op- 
preſſed: It muſt not, however, but be remarked on 
the other Hand, how abſolutely the more neceſſary 
it becomes to take heed that he does not eſtabliſh a t 
Monopoly, or become an Extortioner.— Let his 
Charges and Profits, therefore, he fairly and diſpaſ- f 
 fionately examined; it wilt be beſt fo done in the MM 
following Form: The Account will ſtate the Mar- V 
ker Priee of the Wheat per Quarter, and the Weight 
of it per Buſhel; then the Charges for carrying! to 
and from the Milt, for grinding and dreffing: Then, 
on the other fide of the Account, the Produte of 
this Wheat im pure Flour and in Bran, deducting 
the Loſs By Waſte in grinding and dreſſing; the 
Account will then: te the” Sum returned: by the 
Price of the Bran; the Remainder therefore, which 
_— ce the Account, 1F hs Privo ab what the 
_ © Flour 
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Flour ought to be ſold, ſo as to give the Miller ſim- 
ply his fair Profits. And this will do, where the 
Circumſtances of the Market are ſuch that the Peo- 
ple can deal immediately with the Miller. I muft 
here repeat what I ſaid above, that the Intervention 
of the Factor as Mealman is neceſſary in all great 
Towns: Without ſuch Interpoſition the People 


could not be ſupplied at all Times without great In- 
convenience and Loſs; they would be very irregu- 
larly and very ill ſupplied, and often riſque a tem- 
porary Dearth. If the Mealman has no more than 
his fair Commiſſion, producing a ſufficient Intereſt 
for his Capital, ir is Money well beſtowed by the 


Community, and well earned by him. I will there- 


fore add next, what I ſuppoſe will be thought, in the 
Way of Buſineſs, a reaſonable Addition of Price to 
the Flour on this Account. The Accounts ſtated on 
different Sorts of Wheat of different Prices and dif- 


ferent Weights ſtand as follow: 


Wheat * 5835 nett per Buſhel, 
coſts 485. per Quarter. © _ 
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13 3 18 5 
The asd of the Wheat, 


9 Cret. 2975. 1416, of this Flour, at 


375. 6d. per Sack. — — 7 4 44 
205. 191. 140. of Bran, at Tos. per | 
Quarter. „„ 7 011 10 


7 26 24 


80 that che while Flour of Wheat of 486. per Quar- 


ter, and weighing 5816. per Buſhel, ought, ſo far as 
the Miller's. Profits go, to be ſold at 37s 6d. per 
Sack. Now, if we add to this Two and a Half fer 


Cent. Commiſion, and ſuppoſe that the Mealman on 


one Hand has no Credit allowed to him, but pays 
ready Money, yet, on the other, gives Three 
Months Credit—this Two and a Half per Cent. four 
Times repeated in the Year, gives Ten per Cent. per 
Annum Intereſt on his Capital; but, if we ſuppoſe the 


Mealman, or Miller Mealman, to give but Two 


Months Credit, or, as is more generally the Caſe, 
but Six Weeks Credit to the Baker, this will give an 
Intereſt between Fifteen and Twenty per Cent. per 
Annum ; let us then add 114. or Two and a Half per 
Cent. to the 375. 6d. and hes will make the Price 
$1571 JT | ” 


635 1 
385. 5d. per Sack, the Price at which the Mealinan 


ought to ſell the whole Flour of ſuch Wheat as above. 
Ihe next Account is of Wheat 3955 per 


Nu, which coſt 505. per Quarter. 


Jo three Quarters of Wheat as Deere,; © 
To Charges. — — — o 2 0 


8 24 6 


Fi Produce in | 
Cwt. Drs. lbs. 
„ Flour — 9 3 18 
— Bran — 2 . 5 
4 Waſte —_ & cut: ae 
r- | 12 2 16 | 
as W The Flour as above, at 38s. 2d. e cw 
er The Bran Ditto, at 105. per Quarter o 11 10 
on N 2 0 


per Cent. about 113d., and this will make the Price 
395. 1d. per Sack for the whole Flour of this e 
as bought of the Mealman. 


the 

wo The next Account is of Wheat weighing Pater 

ile, than 6705. per Buſhel, and bought at 557. per 

an Quarter. | 

per Three Quarters: of this Wheat cot | 8 5 os" 
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ye Let us here, in like Manner, a0 Two and a Half | 
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Theſe Three Quarters produce in 

"i | Crt. Or. lbs. 
Four 10 1 1 

Bran — 2 1 14 


Waſte — RD 


Weight of Wheat 13 O 14 


| . | . „ 
Flour as above at 40s. per Sack E's 1 
Bran as above, at 105. per Quarter 0 11 10 

8 18 11 


Here the Mealman, in ſelling the Flour at 40s. 


| per Sack, has id. in Three Quarters ſhort of the 


above Profits; but that can be made up in the ſu- 
peradding the Commiſſion, The Commiſſion adds 1s. 


to the Price, ſo that the whole Flour of Wheat weigh; 
ing better than 611, per Buſhel, and coſting 555. per 


Quarter, may be ſold by the Mealman at 41s. per 
Sack. L 
If now the Flour was divided fo as to a pre- 
ciſely the ſeveral Sorts of Bread which the Laws (both 
the old and the late A&) require, viz. Wheaten, 
Standard Wheaten, and Houſehold ; that is to be 


The Flour undivided to make the Standard Wheaten 


Bread ; the Flour ſo divided that Half only ſhould 
contain ſuch Flour as will make real Wheaten Bread; 
and the other fair Half ſuch as ſhould make 1 
Houſehold Bread, 


Then, 
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Then, I apprehend, the Prices of the Flour in 
Proportion to the Price of the Wheat would ftand 
nearly as follow : 


Wheat yer Quarter | | | Houſchold per Sk 


S ; 6. 
8. 3 1. 84M. 
50 . . 


. 0 
Standard Wheaten. Wheaten Ditto. 


38 5 1 43 24 


1 wil not be poſitive as to the proc Exactneſs 
of the above Proportions; I think no great Error 
in Practice will be found in them. However, I do 

the rather hazard them before the Publick, that, 
whilſt I am purſuing the Experiments and Inquiries 
which I am able to make by the Aſſiſtance of Office, 
and ſome private Friends of the Publick, others 
going in the ſame Line may be able to confirm or 
correct the Propoſitions which I deduce from them. 
| Having thus, according to my beſt Judgement, 
ſtated what, from bxperiment and fair Calculation, 
I fay ought to be the Caſe, I will here annex what 
in the ordinary Courſe of Trade is the Caſe. b 
I will ſuppoſe Wheat to be 44s. the Quarter. a 
The general Courſe of the Meal Trade divides the 4 
Meal of a Load of ſuch Wheat as follows, on the "" 
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an that the Buſhel of Wheat produces 


aur „ 
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Houſehold, ſo they call the Flour 
which ſhould make the Wheaten 1. 


Bread, — — — 1080 
Seconds — — — 215 
Thirds — — — 96 
1. ᷣͤ 
0 1680 


Theſe tley price, and ſell as follows : 


Houſehold 1080, 4.35. per Sack 


14.8 5 10 
Seconds 215, 40s. Ditto — I 10 84 
Middlings 289, 28s. Ditto — 1 8 10 
Phe Flour of a Load of Wheat. I 1 18 | 52 
Abe Load, or Five Quarters of Wheat, 5 
© At 4. per Quarter — _ 8 
, The Bran and Pollard do, as the Trade 
themſelves allow, ſufficiently pay for 
the grinding and dreſſing, or the Mil- 
ler's Profits. To balance this Account, 
it will be found chat the Mealman s 
Profits is — — — 0 18 54 
11 18 52 
or 
Nt - 5 


(9) 


or 30. 85d. on evety Quarter of Wheat, which, ar 


445. per Quarter, is 87 per Cent. This, on a Sup⸗ 
poſition that the Mealman gives Three Months 
Credit, is, Four Times repeated in the Year, 34 
per Cent. per Annum; giving Two Months Credit, 
and repeated Six Times in the Year, is 51 per Cent. 


per Aunum; giving only dix Weeks Credit, or re- 


peated a. e ue in the Year, is 68 per ee 1 
Auinum. 5 


Now all this is keck on the Gp that 
the Quarter of Wheat does produce only 42/b. of 


| Flour, whereas it will produce from 2341 to 46, all 


which muſt be added to the Profits. This Account 
is alſo calculated upon a Suppofition chat the Bran 


and Pollard do but barely pay for the Miller's 
Charges. —When i it does more than fo, which I ſup- 


| poſe the Trade will allow it often does, ſtill more 


muſt be added to the Mealmen's Profits. | 

No Notice is here taken of the Profits accruing to 
the Mealman, from his being able to form his Meal 
by a Mixture of various Sorts of Wheat. 

Al theſe are fair and juſt, as I think every one 
muſt own the Two and Half per Cent. alſo added to 
them, muſt be; even though, by being repeated' Six 
or Eight Times in the Year, it gives a Profir to the 
Mealman on his Capital of Feen or Twenty per 
Cent. per Annum. 


When the Mealman's Profits go beyond theſe, the 


Bakers, F ſhould think, (if they were not deceived 
by ſome amongſt them who are Mealmen or in 


Partrer- | 


. 


=_ Partnerſhip), would conſider the diſproportionate | 
= Share which the Mealman has of the Profits gained 
n the Manufacture of Bread-Corn into Bread. The 
Baker has been long the Servant of the Mealman, 
without the Mealman' s allowing him Journeyman's 
Wages. When this Matter comes to be underſtood, 
this will not long hold. The Price of Labour will 
not at preſent buy Bread: This the People feel, and 
this cannot hold. Can our Trade be carried on 
under the Burthen of the higher Price of Labour? 
: Melancholy Experience tells us, that our Manufac- 
tures are already underſold at the Foreign Market, 
and Half our Manufacturers are without Employ. 
Can the Farmer afford to pay more to his Servants and 
Labourers, and at the ſame Time ſell his Produce for 
leſs? At the preſent Rates of every Article of Houſe- 
keeping and Living, can the Landholder pay his Tradeſ- 
man if he gets leſs from his Eſtate? If he cannot, the 
Tradeſman muſt break through bad Debts, and the 
Mechanic muſt ſtand idle. Was there any poſſible 
Means of attempting to give Redreſs in any of theſe 
Ways, the only Effect would be that of ſhifting the 
Burden from Shoulder to Shoulder round in a Circle, to 
the ſucceeding Oppreſſion of every One, with the addi⸗ 
tional Diſtreſs of all, by Diſappointment in the End. 
For, the real Diſtreſs which the Poor and Labourer 
lie under, from the Diſproportion of the Price of 
Bread to the Price of Labour, would ſtill remain. 
* That, we have ſcen, ariſes in the firſt Inſtance, and in 
the. Main, from the Price which the Mealman ſets 
1 the Flour 1 in Proportion to the Price of Wheat. 
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u in i Win ts! think of wing Aon — 
& to ſell Bread according to the Aſſize from the 1 
c Market-Price of Wheat, and at the fame Time Ty 
* to leave the Millers at Liberty. to bu * 
| „ Wheat, and make the Bakers pay what 1 
6 pleaſe for the Flour.” This is a Concluſion drawn 
from pra ical Knowledge by Mr. Pelham of. the 
Victualling Office, to whoſe Abilities in Office the 
public Service; aud out of Office .the ms. Good, 
is much indebted. - 4 8 
I will quote anbthee Aude which wilt be de: | 
cifive on this Point; that of Charles Smith. Eſq. 8 
Stratford, who in his Eſſay on the Corn- Trade and 3 
Corn-Laws, fays, * The Aſſize Table ſeems to want 
& ſore Enlargement, no Notice being therein taken 7” 
ce hat Price Flour fhould be eſteemed to bear 1 in | 
Proportion to Wheat. I am happy not only to 
found my Reaſoning upon the Authority of his Opi- 
nion, but to quote him, that, at the ſame Time 


3 


that I make my Acknowledgements of the Obliga- N N 


tions T have to his Aſſiſtance, I may declare how _ 
much the Publick in general, and the poor La- 
bourer in particular, owe to him; for, if there be any 
Merit towards them in the late Bread - Act, it derives 
from him in the firſt Inſtance. I muſt at the ſame 
Time point the Gratitude of the Publick to Thomas 
Farrer, Eſq. of Mark Lane, who is a real Friend of 
the Poor; for, to him, if they receive Redreſs in this 
Article of Bread and in the Price of Flour, they 


owe * * toward the Remedy. This Ar- 
D 6  ticle 


, 
i 


ticle of the Price of Flour was formerly, as well as 


fs every other Article in the making of Bread from 


Bread-Corn, regulated by an Aſſize. It is now be- 
| tween Thirty and Forty Years fince Means were 
found to withdraw it from under the Aflize. The 
Propriety and Fracticability of reducing it again 
under theſe Regulations, was very thoroughly en- 
quired into and diſcuſſed. It was found to be dan- 
gerous to attempt all at once by any poſitive and 
compulſory Regulations the preſent Modes of divi- 


ding the Flour; and it was found impracticable to 


attempt any Aſſize where there could be no Aſſay ſo 
as to aſcertain the Sorts of Flour, which there can- 


not be while theſe Modes remain. The People have 
been long uſed to a Kind of Whitened Bread which 


has been impoſed upon them for White Bread, and 


which they pay for as Wheaten, although it is not 
ſuch as the Law requires, but worſe. When a Man 
has earned his Money by his Labour, he has a Right 


to lay it out in what Sort of Bread and Proviſion he 
thinks proper. Nothing in the Law was meant to 
preſcribe to him what Sort he ſhould eat. All this 

is by Law left to the Magiſtrate and to the Juſtices 


in their reſpective Juriſdictions. There is nothing 


in the Law which ſays poſitively that the Baker 
ſhall make and ſell the Standard Wheaten Bread; 
there is nothing which ſays that the Miller ſhall 
provide the proper Flour for it; yet it lies with the 
Diſcretion of the Magiſtrate, where he ſees it is 


deſired, and may be done without Hazard, to intro- 
duce 


r 
Eo W 


43 it. Whenever, in ine Corſe. of the 1 2 
tion of this Act, it is ſeen that the Demand of the 
Publick calls for Flour being the whole Produce of 
the Wheat, it will be in the Power of Law to put 
the Flour alſo under the Aſſize. But, if the People 
do not call for it, would they wiſh for the Law to 
oblige the Miller to make it? the Remedy is in their 
own Hands, and they may have good and cheap 
| Bread if they pleaſe. The Diſcretion of the Magiſ- 
trate may lead them to right Apprehenſions of the 
Matter; and to right Habits. An Aſſize upon the 
Flour will be the proper- Remedy, and by it the 
Redreſs in the Matter will be complete. 'The Means 
of obtaining a ſufficient Knowledge how this Re- 
medy may be applied with Safety and Effect will 
neither be wanting nor neglected; and, when the 
Circumſtances of the public Conſumption are oo 
ne it, it will be e at their Call. | 
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